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3 HARE COURT:  INFORMATION RELEASE

COURT OF APPEAL GIVES IMPORTANT GUIDANCE ON THE STANDARD OF CARE TO BE APPLIED IN FOREIGN ACCIDENT CLAIMS

The Federation International de Ski (FIS) Rules for Safety in Winter Sports, which imposes a duty on ski instructors never to allow pupils to take any risk beyond their capabilities, did not identify or mandate how that duty was to be implemented. 

The Court of Appeal so held in dismissing an appeal by a skier against a decision dismissing her claim against a travel company for personal injury sustained during a skiing holiday in Bulgaria. It held that the judge at first instance had been entitled to hold that the question of whether a ski instructor had exercised reasonable care and skill in respect of his instructions to a novice skier had to be judged against relevant local standards. In the absence of such evidence, the skier had failed to establish a claim in negligence.

Gouldbourn v Balkan Holidays Ltd 16/3/2010 (Court of Appeal : Jacob and Leveson LJJ; Briggs J). Reported on Lawtel at LTL 16/3/2010 EXTEMPORE

	 
	  


Tom Poole of 3 Hare Court appeared for the respondent travel company (instructed by Robin Adams of MB Solicitors Ltd). For Tom Poole’s profile see the members section of our website www.3harecourt.com
3 Hare Court is ranked in Band One as a ‘leading set’ in Chambers UK 2010 in Travel – “Solicitors praise this premium-quality set for possessing a group of ‘robust, dedicated and intellectual advocates’ who tackle a broad range of sophisticated travel work. The members here have a fine track record of handling high-value personal injury and catastrophic claims”.
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